Participating in the NGO CSW 69 Parallel Event

On March 10th, 2025, during Utah Valley University’s Spring Break, at the early hour of
6:30 AM MT, the day after daylight savings, | had the opportunity to speak at a special
parallel event. The NGO Commission on the Status of Women hosted an event at 8:30
AM EST in New York City, NY, while | participated remotely via Zoom from St. George,
UT. My class, Political Science 3410: Globalization and Sustainable Development,
joined either online through Zoom or in person on the second floor of the Church Center
at the United Nations. Each participant was given approximately 3—4 minutes to present
their speech. Among the speakers were Utah International Mountain Forum President
Janessa-Michelle Purcell, Rotary Club volunteer Louyoko Nianza, and many others.
The class emphasizes the inclusion of women, especially mountain women, in the final

document with the UN.

In person, Janessa-Michelle Parcell moderated the event in NYC.



As an Environmental Science and Management major, | focused on biodiversity loss.
My speech highlighted these environmental challenges faced by mountain women in
rural, high-elevation areas of the United Kingdom. | addressed the decline of native
plant species and the resulting loss of biodiversity in these regions, emphasizing the
importance of tackling these issues, particularly as they impact women living in rural

areas.

Lillian Higginbotham (me), presenting speech via Zoom.

Through this experience, | strengthened my public speaking skills and gained a deeper
understanding of global issues affecting mountain women and sustainable development
initiatives. It was a valuable learning opportunity and a meaningful addition to my
resume. | am truly honored to have been a part of this event.

Lillian G. Higginbotham, UVU Earth Science Student



