UIMF Day at CSW69: A Day of Learning,
Growing, and World Building
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UVU Community Poses by the Entrance to the United Nations

On Monday, March 10th, 2025, Utah Valley University students hosted a parallel event
entitled “An Inclusive Student-Engaged Learning Model to Empower Mountain Women and Girls”
at the Church Center for the United Nations. | woke up bright and early at 6:00 AM, walking from
the hotel to the Church Center before 7:00AM, meeting the rest of the UVU community there.
Walking by the flags by the United Nations reminded me of how big of a deal it actually was to

present here.
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Cade Bloomer, McKay Jones, and Priyanka Kumar fold UIMF flyers for the parallel event

The next hour and a half were spent preparing for the event by folding flyers, preparing
UVU swag, setting up technology (and the social media livestream), and practicing our lines. |
was able to finally meet Priyanka Prem Kumar and Braden Birbara, two students that I've seen
several times during virtual meetings. Braden Birbara is a Philosophy Student in Fordham
University, and Priyanka Kumar is a Masters of Data Science Student from Indiana University
Bloomington. I'm excited to learn from both of them during our time together at the United Nations.
The panel discussion was moderated by Janessa-Michelle Purcell, and started off with the in-
person delegates: Janessa-Michelle Purcell, Louyoko Nianza, Braden Birbara, McKay Jones,

Cade Bloomer, and Priyanka Prem Kumar.



Speaker:

McKay Jones
Bloinformatics Major

Summary: | will be speaking about how
structural inequalities, and environmental
pollution affects mountain communities,
especially women and other marginalized
groups. Women experience limited
representation in positions of powaer,
resulting in a general lack of awareness of
the problems they experience.

McKay Jones presenting at the United Nations Church Center

After the in-person speeches, the panel transitioned to statements from virtual UVU
students. Despite a few technical difficulties, the audience responded with grace and stayed
engaged with the central message. The presentation then transitioned to asynchronous
statements from diplomats of the Kyrgz Republic, demonstrating to CSW69 participants that
delegates from the Kyrgz Republic and UVU can simultaneously advocate for mountain women
through the Student-Engaged Learning (SEL) model. The Utah International Mountain Forum
(UIMF), a coalition of student clubs at UVU, is the cornerstone of the SEL model.



Priyanka Kumar answers panel questions at conclusion of event

The panel discussion ended with a Q&A session from the audience, and | had the
opportunity to talk about strategic social impact and teaching advocacy to students. | had a long
conversation with Chun Wei Fang, a member of the International Affairs Committee and the Girl
Scouts of Taiwan. The Girl Scouts of Taiwan were very friendly and requested a picture with us,

and I’'m so glad we were able to learn from each other.
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UVU Community with Taiwan delegates

After hosting the parallel event, UVU students entered the United Nations Headquarters.
Dr. Baktybek Abdrisaev gave the students a guided tour. | personally loved seeing all the different
gifts from other countries, and how it supports world diplomacy and peace.

| attended the Side Event entitled “From Vision to Reality: Saudi Arabia's Journey Towards
Women Empowerment.” held in the UNHQ Dining Room at 1:00pm. We were honored to network

with Kenyan politicians after the event.



UIMF members at the United Nations Headquarters

At 4:45, Priyanka, Luokyo, and | attended entitled “No gender equality without women's
health: Centering the health of women and girls 30 years after Beijing” Hosted by the World Health
Organization, Mexico, United Kingdom, World Economic Forum, Partnership for Maternal
Newborn and Child Health, and UN women. As someone passionate about equitable health

outcomes, | appreciated this panel discussion that advocated for these things.
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Panelists at the event entitled “From Vision to Reality: Saudi Arabia's Journey Towards Women
Empowerment”

In 1995, the world made a promise that “women’s rights are human rights” in the Beijing
Declaration. Since then, there have been 20% fewer unintended pregnancies and 34% fewer
maternal deaths globally. In the opening address, Sarah Hendriks (UN Women Director for Policy,
Programme and Inter-Governmental Division) emphasized that the worldwide rollback on
women’s rights, or the sluggish progress of some countries means that the promise of the Beijing
Declaration is “slipping away.” Hendriks brought up many eye-opening statistics, including the
fact that 2 in 5 women don’t have the power to make decisions about their sexual and reproductive
health. Additionally, 1 in 4 women are married as a child (before they turn 18). She then urged
the audience to “choose action over apathy, hope over despair.” Dismantling harmful gender
norms involves amplifying community-centered solutions. Hendriks ended the opening remarks
with the promise that when women and girls lead, communities thrive.

Dame Lesley Regan, Health Ambassador of England, led the keynote address. As
England’s first health ambassador, she talked about how it's impossible to reduce maternal
mortality without substantial accessibility to family planning. She then detailed how huge amounts

of women don’t get adequately educated about women’s health. For example, 60,000 women are



on England’s gynecology waiting list, but 68% don’t even need a procedure. Many women aren’t
getting their needs met from primary care or community physicians. To solve this, we all must
cater to women’s needs in the community. Even though women live longer than men, they spend

more years in less healthy states.
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McKay Jones during the UVU-hosted parallel event

After Regan’s speech, a panel discussion was conducted, titled “Addressing Systemic
Barriers and Innovative Solutions” and including Ana Pelaez Narvaez, Paula Bellostas Muguerza,
Dr Shyam Bishen, and Lucy Fagan. | definitely enjoyed Ana Pelaez’s statements about
intersectional oppression, as she is the first woman with blindness elected as a CEDAW
(Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women) member. She stated that there
is a lack of analysis of multiple forms of discrimination. She also raised concerns about how forced
sterilization happens everyday, especially without indigenous women, women in detention, and
women in institutions. These harmful patterns repeat themselves because no one reports these

situations.
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Members of the Utah International Mountain Forum (UIMF) at the United Nations Headquarters

Paula Bellostas brought up the worrying fact that 40% of all medical schools have
menopause as optional curriculum, leaving the healthcare system ill-prepared to address
women's needs. Additionally, men and women showcase different symptoms for the same
conditions, leading women more likely to be misdiagnosed or inadequately helped. For example,
a woman is 7 times more likely than a man to be dismissed during a heart attack.

The rest of the evening was spent preparing for the Side Event for tomorrow morning,
March 11th. ’'m very grateful for all the opportunity to visit the United Nations, and experienced

an exciting first day.

McKay Jones, Vice President, Utah International Mountain Forum, a coalition of student
clubs at Utah Valley University



