
My experience with the CSW69 Parallel event 

On March 10th, 2025, I, alongside other students, was part of the group that got the honor 

to host and give statements at the 69th session of the Commission on the Status of Women 

(CSW69). For this event, I, alongside the other students, both traditional and non-traditional, used 

the student-engaged learning (SEL) method to learn about mountain communities. Specifically, 

we would look at and learn about the challenges women of mountain communities across the world 

face. Through SEL students work together to resolve practical issues related to local or mountain 

communities with teacher mentoring them.  

 

(Richard Farah on the Zoom call) 

The event was a hybrid one hosted by the Utah International Mountain Forum (UIMF) club 

president, Janessa-Michelle Purcell. UIMF is a coalition of student clubs at Utah Valley University 

which advocates for sustainable mountain development in the State of Utah and at the United 

Nations. Janessa, alongside 5 other students, and Dr. Baktybek Abdrisaev, were in New York at 

the time. Other students, including myself, participated online via Zoom call. 



The event itself was quite interesting as we had other students from the Kyrgyz Republic 

joining in and giving their own statements alongside others.                   

My statement was on what mountain communities in Lebanon face on a daily basis, and 

how, with the current changes that are happening, it could lead to a positive future. And I learned 

about what other mountain communities across the world face. An example of this would be a 

statement of Louyoko Nianza, President of the UVU Rotaract about what the women of the 

Democratic Republic of Congo are facing. Or Priyanka Prem Kumar’s statement on women in 

India and their growing role in India’s IT world.    

Overall, I was honored to have been part of this event, as not only was I allowed to speak 

up about something I feel is important and that needs more awareness. I got to learn about other 

countries and what issues they are facing. 

Richard Farah, UVU political science student  


