
My Presentation to the 69th Session of Commission on the Status of 

Women concerning missing women in China and Utah 

 

My name is Alexander Woltjen and on May 12th 2025, I was able to participate 

virtually in the 69th Session of Commission on the Status of Women at the United 

Nations concerning missing and murdered indigenous women in Utah and brides 

trafficked from Myanmar into China. Our delegation was led by Janessa Purcell, 

President of the Utah International Mountain Forum, a coalition of student clubs at 

Utah Valley University (UVU), and a fellow at the UVU Center for Social Impact. 

The focus of our delegation was to help write into the Commissions 

declaration the language “mountain women”, to bring attention to women in remote, 

mountainous regions. I gave as an example woman from Myanmar, especially the 



Shan and Kachin states, who are trafficked into China and Utah’s indigenous women, 

who are at risk of being kidnapped.  

My studies on China have unfortunately revealed a relative silence towards 

missing Burmese women. The issue is complicated by the northern mountainous 

states in Myanmar being remote and affected by an ongoing civil war. Because of 

this it is difficult to report and find women who have gone missing. 

Utah experiences similar issues as the Indian reservations are remote and, in 

many cases, do not share jurisdictions with police across the state. Because of these 

even indigenous women who are kidnapped in urban centers, such as Salt Lake City, 

have small chance of being found. In both places the current policing is not sufficient 

to protect these minority women. 

The Utah legislature has suggested solutions such as the revision of state law 

to require preliminary investigations for all missing person cases, the entry of 

missing individuals into a database, increased education to allow families to report 

the missing person and an electronic advisory system that could include alerts on 

cell phones and road sign communication networks. These implementations could 

prove difficult when infrastructure and cooperation is lacking, just as it is on Utah 

Indian reservations and in the territories in Myanmar experiencing civil war. For this 

reason provided solutions consisting of meetings with local authorities to establish 



trust, cross deputization, and identifying cross-border policing institutions are 

critical. 

From this event I was able to learn more about problems facing mountain 

women in other parts of the world, such as indigenous women in Mexico, as 

presented by Ana Caballero. I also learned about how our student engaged learning 

has allowed students to participate in environmental service projects, such as the 

Provo River clean up that Lillian Higginbotham participated in.   

I am impressed by this small segment of civil society, and I hope to participate 

more in activities sponsored by NGO’s. A big thanks to Dr. Abdrisaev for guiding us 

through this and to Utah Valley University for promoting student-engaged learning. 

Alexander Woltjen, Utah Valley University Student  

 


