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UIMF members doing the last-minute check 

 

I had waited for this day for three months and it was finally here. I had an early start at 

6:30 PM from my hotel - Double Tree at Hilton. It was a 25-minute walk to the Church 

Centre of the United Nations. Our Parallel event - “An Inclusive Student-Engaged 

Learning (SEL) Model to Empower Women and Girls” was on the second floor of the 

building and was scheduled to begin at 8:30 am. Several last-minute checks were 

performed before the event began. 

 
Janessa welcomes the audience 



 

The event opened with Utah International Mountain Forum (UIMF) President Janessa 

Purcell welcoming attendees. She insisted on how women and girls are vital to 

conservation, sustainability, and education, and their inclusion in decision-making is 

essential. At the NGO CSW69 Forum, the SEL model was used to advocate for mountain 

women and girls, aligning with the Beijing Declaration’s revision. SEL promotes 

collaborative problem-solving in mountain communities under faculty mentorship, as seen 

in (Utah Valley University) UVU’s Globalization and Sustainable Development class. 

Since 2011, UVU students have partnered with peers from the Kyrgyz Republic to 

advance sustainable mountain development. Climate disasters, like the Lahaina wildfires 

and Appalachian flooding, underscore the urgent need for improved infrastructure to 

protect vulnerable communities. She is inspired by Polynesian land stewardship values 

and hopes that this initiative urges active participation in sustainability efforts. 

 

 

 

The next speaker of the event was  Louyoko Nianza. He was originally from Africa, the 

Republic of Congo. He came to the USA in 2023 and currently studying political science 

at UVU, He was a Rotaractor in Congo and since December 2024, has been the president 

of UVU Rotaract. His statement included issues about how the women in the DRC and 

Sudan have endured war’s devastation, yet they remain the backbone of their 

communities. Despite their resilience, they are often excluded from decision-making due 



to limited education and economic opportunities. Empowering them through education 

and leadership is key to peace and development. At UVU, the SEL model provided him 

with hands-on experience in advocacy, including environmental efforts and community 

service with the Orem Lindon Rotary Club. With support from Rotarians and UVU, 

participation in CSW69 was possible for him. He urges global leaders that they must adopt 

an inclusive SEL model to amplify the voices of mountain women and girls. 

 
Louyoko Nianza speaking at the event 

 

Braden Birbara was a former student of UVU. He spoke about how the SEL model was 

exemplified by the UIMF students to collaborate to address real-world challenges, 

focusing on sustainable mountain development and advocating for women and girls. 

UIMF initiatives, from health campaigns to school support, create lasting impact through 

ongoing mentorship. Though now a student at Fordham University, my commitment to 

mountain communities remains, as their issues extend beyond geographic boundaries. 

Advocacy raises awareness of their global significance, and SEL fosters lasting 

connections to drive meaningful change. He concludes his speech by saying that no 

matter where we live, empowering mountain women and girls must remain a priority. 

 

 



 
Braden Birbara speaking at the event 

 

Our Next speaker was McKay Jones, a UVU Bioinformatics student with minors in Music 

and Political Science. He addressed the unique challenges faced by mountain women 

and girls, particularly their harmful exposure to pollution, which has been linked to serious 

health risks, including higher miscarriage rates. In Utah, the mountainous terrain traps 

pollutants, disproportionately affecting marginalized communities in West Salt Lake 

Valley due to historical redlining. Life expectancy there is 10 years lower than in wealthier 

areas. Through the Oxford Map of the System Research Competition and UVU’s Center 

for Social Impact, he analyzed these disparities to support frontline communities. Inspired 

by Utah’s women-led air quality advocacy, he continues working toward sustainable 

solutions that align with the UN’s goals. 

 
McKay Jones speaking at the event 



Our Next speaker was Cade Bloomer, a political science student at UVU. He advocated 

for the inclusion of mountain women and girls in CSW69 and how it is essential for gender 

equality and sustainable development. According to him, these women play a crucial role 

as caretakers, agricultural producers, and cultural stewards but face disproportionate 

poverty, climate change, and limited opportunities. Their voices must be integrated into 

global gender policies to ensure an equitable future. His research on Canada highlights 

systemic barriers they face, yet their resilience drives community progress. At UVU, the 

SEL model fosters hands-on learning, empowering students to engage in policy 

discussions and community initiatives that advance gender equality and sustainability. 

 
Cade Bloomer speaking at the event 

Next was my turn and my speech highlights the role of women in India’s IT sector and the 

challenges they face in achieving gender equality. While India’s young workforce can 

drive economic growth and support the SDGs by 2030, issues like crimes against women 

have led to declining female labor force participation. However, data from 451 Research 

shows that gender disparity in India’s IT industry has improved a lot, with women making 

up 36% of the workforce and increasing representation in leadership roles. 

 



 
Priyanka Prem Kumar speaking at the parallel event 

I share my journey from earning a Master’s in Electronics Engineering in India to pursuing 

a second Master’s in Data Science at Indiana University. And then at the UN Conference 

“Why It Matters” at UVU in 2022, I presented on how AI can empower mountain farmers 

in India to maximize productivity. I also speak on how despite progress—India has closed 

64.3% of its gender gap and achieved full parity in education—limited access to 

technology (only 21% of women have mobile and internet access) restricts opportunities. 

UN Women in India highlights increased investment in women’s empowerment, but social 

norms and funding gaps remain barriers. As India moves towards Viksit Bharat @2047, 

we must ensure women are part of this progress. 

According to me, the SEL model has proven effective in fostering innovation and real-

world solutions for mountain communities. I hope universities in India will adopt it to help 

implement the UNGA resolution “Five Years of Action for the Development of Mountain 

Regions.” Speaking at CSW69 was an honor, and I expressed my thoughts on how I am 

committed to advocating for gender equality, sustainability, and technological 

empowerment in mountain regions worldwide. 



 
Q and A session 

 

The event finished at 10 a.m.EST. We took photos outside the Conference room with 

some Taiwanese delegates and then walked towards UN Headquarters for a group photo. 

 
Photo session with delegates from Taiwan 

 

 



 
Group photo of UIMF members attending CSW 69 

 

Next, I had to proceed to collect my UN Ground pass which is essential for entering the 

UN Headquarters. It was an hour-and-a-half-long wait until I finally got my hands on my 

badge. I then had lunch at the UN cafeteria and got some souvenirs from the gift center.  

 
In front of the UN flag and seal 

 



I had to click a mandatory solo picture in front of the UN flag and Emblem before 

proceeding to attend the next event. 

 

Later on, at about 1:00 PM EST, we all decided to go to the Saudi Arabia Side Event 

which was titled ‘From Vision to Reality: Saudi Arabia's Journey Towards Women 

Empowerment’ which took place at Delegates Dining Room, UNHQ. Please view this 

write_up on how I viewed this event: 

 

Saudi event - 1:00 pm -10th March 

 

Moving on, we had a sumptuous dinner organized by the government of Saudi Arabia. I 

and Louyoko were waiting for the next event to start by the corridor with vertical banners 

displaying the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), including No 

Poverty (1), Zero Hunger (2), and Good Health and Well-being (3), among others.  

  

Vertical banners displaying the United Nations SDGs 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Z0GBsP0Ltg7cAQjo93Xax2bLFwkIpj2M_xxcdTMMr8U/edit?tab=t.0


The Council of Europe’s event on Women’s equal representation – obstacles and 

solutions was scheduled to start at 4:45 PM. Meanwhile, we had some coffee and wrote 

some write-ups for the day. Please read more about the aforementioned event here: 

 

 Council of Europe’s event  - 4:45 pm - 10th March 

 

Later we rehearsed for tomorrow’s side event from 6:00 - 6:30 PM and started to move 

outside the UNHQ. McKay, Louyoko, and I visited The Vessel at Hudson Yards. 

 

McKay in front of the Vessel 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cNpNKgg62dKS3tNcFsh3eMo7jhVZPuyBIFASPClrWvo/edit?tab=t.0


We grabbed lunch in from of the Rockefeller Plaza before calling it a day. 

 

 
Priyanka, Louyoko, and Mckay in front of the Rockefeller 
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