My Parallel Event Presentation at CSW69

On March 10, 2025, | spoke virtually at the Parallel Event Hosted during the 69" session
of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW69). The session title was "An Inclusive Student-
Engaged Learning Model To Empower Mountain Women and Girls". Students enrolled in
POLS3410 class were there virtually and in person as well. Janessa-Michelle Purcell was the
moderator of the event. | spoke on the importance of having women's voices heard in mountainous
regions, especially when it comes to environmental management. Everyone also spokes on the
importance of the Student Engaged Learning Model Utah Valley University has in place. This
model was at the center of how we were able to speak at the UN. It has acted as a crucial tool to
solve real-world problems as a group, with a faculty leader. And the real-world problem we are

facing currently is global women inequality in mountain regions particularly.
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Screenshot of me delivering my speech

I will forever be grateful for this opportunity to speak at the UN, and | hope that | made a
positive impact. | wish that opportunities for women will be considered more heavily in this field
of STEM that | am enrolled in. Especially in decision-making roles and positions of influence or
power. | learned so much throughout the process of getting ready for this event. | learned more
about Utah and my local community's needs. It has inspired me to become more involved, which
I will continue to do. | also learned about the different SDG of the UN and what the UN stands

for. Additionally, I learned how to write a concise and compelling speech.

Janessa moderating the event

I want to thank my Professor Baktybek Abdrisaev for encouraging to us to do this,

motivating us, and always being available for any questions or help I needed. | also want to thank



Janessa for helping the entire class with our speeches and anything we had concerns about. | was
honored to speak at the United Nations Parallel Event, | have gained so much knowledge on this
issue and also self-confidence from such an empowering event. | hope to continue my growth in

this field and become a powerful example of what women are capable of accomplishing.

Savannah Niemann, UVU student
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