Service-Learning Reflection: Participation in Hygiene Kits Activity and

Community Engagement
By Louyoko Nianza

The Hygiene Kits Service-Learning Activity took place on February 25, 2026, as part of the SDG
students’ service project initiative. The activity was organized to give students a hands-on
opportunity to contribute to the community while applying the Student Engaged Learning Model
in practice. The event was held on campus in a shared workspace where students gathered to
prepare hygiene kits intended for distribution to individuals in need.
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Group Photo of all student participant like: Natalia Figueroa, Erynn Lammi and Abbie Fisher

The activity was coordinated by SDG student leaders with support from teachers like Dr Baktybek
mentoring us. They guided us through the process and explained the project's purpose,
emphasizing that access to basic hygiene items can make a meaningful difference in people’s
daily lives. Throughout the session, the main focus was on teamwork, organization, and
understanding the broader impact of community service.

During the activity, students worked together in groups to assemble the hygiene kits. Everyone
had specific roles, which helped the process move smoothly and efficiently. Although | had to
leave before the activity ended, | was able to participate during the time | was present and
contribute to the group effort. It was also a collaborative environment where students
communicated and supported one another while completing the task. Other participants included
students such as Natalia Figueroa, Aamish Brock, Antoine Mwamba, and several others who
were actively engaged in the activity. | had brief interactions with some of them, and we discussed
the purpose of the project and our shared responsibility in helping the community.

From a Student Engaged Learning perspective, this activity reflected the idea of learning
through direct involvement. Instead of only discussing concepts in class, we were able to apply



them in a real-world context that involved service, collaboration, and social awareness. The
experience helped demonstrate how individual contributions, when combined, can create a
larger positive impact. It also reinforced the importance of being actively involved in community-
oriented projects and understanding the needs of others.

Natalia Figueroa serving during our Service Project

One of the key lessons | took from this experience is the importance of teamwork and cooperation.
Even though each person contributed in a small way, the combined effort made the activity
successful. | also learned that being present and fully engaged matters, as it allows for a more
meaningful contribution. While | was not able to stay for the entire duration, the time | spent still
gave me insight into how these service projects are organized and completed.

Overall, | found the experience to be valuable and rewarding. It provided an opportunity to work
alongside other students, contribute to a meaningful cause, and better understand the importance
of service in both academic and personal development. Participating in this activity helped me
appreciate the role of community service and how collective efforts can make a difference.
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