Earth Day Tree Planting: Orem Rotary and Utah
International Mountain Forum

™

Rotarians and UIMF/UVU students after mulching flowerbeds at Nielsen’s Grove Park.

On Earth Day 2026, members of the Orem rotary club, UVU students, and members of the Utah
International Mountain Forum took part in an activity to assist a local park. As a group we planted

trees and spread mulch to protect other newly planted plants.



An Orem city Parks and Rec representative and I attaching one of the newly planted trees to
stakes for stability as it grows

The tree planting required many hands to go smoothly. Luckily the holes had already been dug,
but placing the trees without damaging the roots or trunk required some team lifting, and then

filling in the hole went much quicker with the group of students and rotary members we had.

(L to R): Professor Baktybek Abdrisaev, Orem Rotary Members, and I after planting this tree



Through my participation in this Student Engaged Learning activity I was able to meet new
members of my community who share a passion for local sustainable development. Getting hands
on and improving a green space in our community was a great way to learn more about the day to
day realities of sustainable development as well as see the immediate impact our actions can have.

Matthew Erickson, Utah Valley University student



