
 

Planting trees and spreading mulch for Earth Day 
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On Wednesday, April 22, 2026, I was invited for the first time by Natalia Figueroa, 

President of the Utah Valley University (UVU) Foreign Affairs Club and UVU Rotaract 

club member Dr. Baktybek Abdrisaev, mentor of both student clubs to participate in the 

Orem-Lindon Rotary Club’s celebration of Earth Day at Nielsen's Grove Park in Orem, 

Utah. We went out and planted trees throughout the park and filled some areas with 

mulch again as they were running low. Though the day was dim and not very sunny, all 

the people who were helping brought great energy and were able to make the whole 

event finish much earlier than expected. I’m glad we were able to contribute to the park 

for Earth Day to help our community at least a little. 

It was the first time I attended one of the events, though nervous and lost I was 

able to find the rest of the group and was able to help with planting. It was nice 

seeing all the people around and how everyone was enjoying the event. I was able to  

help sling bags of mulch around areas where we needed to place some, and the park 



 

was able to look good, indeed after we finished. I learned a bit about planting trees as it 

was the first time I’d ever helped plant one, but it was interesting to see that despite 

trees being super hearty and strong we still must be cautious of the nature around us. 

We ended up finishing half an hour early because of how many people came, but it was 

still an awesome bit of work. 

Alan Calderon and UVU Rotaractors planting trees 

Special thanks to Natalia Figueroa, Dr. Baktybek and the Orem-Lindon Rotary Club for 

having the event and inviting me. I really enjoy working with plants, so this event was 

really nice and fulfilling being able to do some little part in helping the park look better. 

           By: Alan Calderon member of Foreign Affairs Club at Utah Valley University 


