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UVU Women's Council

Graduation 2022 Newsletter

In This Issue: A message wrapping up UVU’s school year, a

spotlight with three amazing UVU graduates, information on the

Women’s Leadership Certi�cate Program, and events with the Utah

Women and Leadership Project (UWLP).

Throughout the United States, the beginning of spring also signals a season for
graduation. At UVU, we celebrate this important milestone for thousands of students
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who endured the rigor of earning their certi�cates, associates, bachelor’s, and master’s
degrees — all while balancing COVID and other life circumstances. As UVU’s Women’s
Council, we want to congratulate the graduating class of 2022 and acknowledge their
hard work in reaching this goal. We are delighted to announce that this year, women at
UVU will receive 1,693 certi�cates, 2,302 associate degrees, 2,077 bachelor’s degrees,
30 graduate certi�cates, and 153 master’s degrees. This is a record number of women
graduating from UVU and we could not be prouder of what President Tuminez refers
to as student grittiness, resilience, and determination.

In addition to congratulating our graduates, we celebrate continued progress at UVU.
For the third year in a row, UVU students have elected a woman, Lexi Soto for the
2022-2023 academic year, as Student Body President. And we thank President Karen
Magaña-Aguado for her tremendous service this past year. UVU sta� received two
awards from the Utah Women in Higher Education Network, with Dr. Tara Ivie receiving
the Special Recognition Award and Sara Moore receiving the Emerging Professional
Award — both for their outstanding advocacy for women. Lastly, the Women’s Success
Center raised over $500,000 dollars for scholarships due to generous donors and
supporters of UVU.

In this closing issue of our newsletter for the 2021-2022 academic year, we thank all
who have supported UVU’s e�orts to advance educational and professional
opportunities for women.

Marilyn Meyer, Vice President of People and Culture, Co-Chair of UVU Women’s
Council

Kyle Reyes, Vice President of Student A�airs, Co-Chair of UVU Women’s Council

UVU 2022 Graduate Spotlights
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Frenely Liechty

Frenely Liechty 

Degree: Master of Higher Education in Higher Education Leadership

I am the proud daughter of Guatemalan immigrants who love their culture and who

have taught me to embrace the opportunities of this wonderful country. As a �rst-

generation student from an impoverished background, my parents pushed their

children to be as educated as possible. My father’s highest dream was for his children

to go to college and earn a master’s degree. As the third of seven children, I was the

�rst to receive my bachelor’s degree and am also the �rst to earn a master’s degree

from UVU. The road has not been easy but most things worthy of pursuing are not. As

a former military spouse, I moved with my family quite a bit and learned how to

manage the lifestyle that comes from that. I am a mother of four children and have

helped foster two other children as well. I took a long break from school and work to

raise my children. I then returned to the workforce in the education �eld as well as

went back to school as a graduate student. I understand the challenges and hardships

of working full-time, going to school, and raising children. I have followed my passion

for working with marginalized populations, especially women and Latinos, as an

advisor at UVU. I have a love for learning and intellectual conversations, continuously
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searching for leadership opportunities and involvement, and advocating for students.

Additional passions of mine include traveling, exploring cultures, studying philosophy,

and encouraging health and wellness.

Caitlin Shirts

Caitlin Shirts

Degree: Bachelor of Science in Biology 

Caitlin Shirts earned an MFA in theater, but when she wanted to make a career change,

she chose UVU because its open enrollment policy made the transition easy. As a

biology major, she researches brine shrimp life cycles in Dr. Paul Dunn’s lab and co-

presented a poster on the lab’s progress at the virtual Utah Conference on

Undergraduate Research in 2021. She also studies data analysis in Dr. Jess Cusick’s lab.

This May she’ll graduate as the College of Science valedictorian.

Throughout her time at UVU, Caitlin paired her study of biology with communication

and media classes to pursue a career in science communication. She wrote research
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highlights showcasing papers published by UVU faculty for the College of Science.

She has written or contributed to work published in the UVU Review, the National

Association of Science Writers Student Newsroom, ScienceWriters, STAT, and the blog

of the cancer survivor organization FORCE. With support from Dr. Lauren Brooks,

microbiology lab manager Trever Thurgood, and a College of Science SAC grant, she

returned to her artistic roots with a project to draw on Petri dishes using microbes

instead of ink. Caitlin is a member of Women of UVU.

Makanala'i Santiago

Makanala’i Santiago

Degree: Bachelor of Science in Psychology

Makanala’i Santiago hails from Hawai’i and St. George and is a �rst-generation college

graduate. She is Hawaiian, Puerto Rican, and Filipina and wasted no time getting

involved at UVU. After being admitted to UVU, Makana got involved as an Ambassador

in UVU’s Prospective Student Services O�ce. Due to her dependability, leadership, and

talents in connecting with students, Makana quickly rose to become an Ambassador
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Manager overseeing a group of students in their e�orts to promote UVU. Additionally,

Makana was recruited into UVU’s Cultural Envoy Leadership Program (CELP) — a

program dedicated to empowering students from diverse backgrounds to share their

stories through song, dance, and the spoken word. In fact, CELP just held their annual

showcase where Makana led the Paci�c Islander section in sharing dances from the

Paci�c. During the past year, Makana has served as the Presidential Intern for Vice

President Kyle Reyes in the Student A�airs division. She has worked on a variety of

projects, events, and initiatives to support underserved students including the planning

and launch of UVU’s Refugee Initiative.

She has been an active member of UVU’s Women’s Council and has promoted

educational opportunities for a variety of underrepresented communities. The UVU

Women’s Council expresses our gratitude to Makana for coordinating this newsletter

each month and sharing the great things happening at UVU for women. Makana has

been a stellar student inside and outside of the classroom, always looking for ways to

connect with new people. She is pursuing a job in higher education and will eventually

begin her Master of Education in Higher Education Leadership.

Women’s Leadership Certi�cate Program

UVU Executive Education - Led by Dr. Astrid Tuminez & Dr. Kelly Hall

May 12-13 | May 26-27 | June 9-10 | June 23-24, 2022

9 a.m - 4 p.m

Location: Zoom & UVU Lehi Campus

Women's Leadership Certi�cation Program: Learn More & Register Here
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Ignite Your iIn�uence: Still We Rise

Ignite Your In�uence is a full day of celebration, connection, art, and inspiration packed

with practical tools & insights you can implement immediately

May 14, 2022

8 a.m - 4 p.m

Location: Atwood Innovation Plaza, DSU | St. George, Utah

Ingnite Your In�uence: Learn More & Register Here

Business Women's Forum 2022: Becoming a Changemaker

May 2022 Business Women's Forum: Becoming a Changemaker, presented by Lais

Martinez, Assistant Commissioner for Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion for the Utah

System of Higher Education.

May 17, 2022

11 a.m - 1 p.m

Location: In-Person - Hilton Garden Inn Salt Lake City Downtown

Business Women Forum 2022: Learn More & Register Here

LeaderLuncheon 2021 - 2022

LeaderLuncheon is YWCA Utah’s signature event, garnering more than +1,000

attendees from companies, nonpro�ts, philanthropic organizations, and individuals in

our community.

May 20, 2022

11:30 a.m - 2 p.m

Location: Virtual and In-person

LeaderLuncheon: Learn More & Register Here

Building Emotional Resilience in Girls and Young Women

UWLP Spring Workshop

May 26, 2022

12 a.m - 1:15 p.m

Location: Virtual
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Utah Valley University

800 West University Parkway

Orem, Utah 84058

You received this message because your

address is on our emailing list. If you

unsubscribe, you could miss out on important

UVU information.

Unsubscribe

Building Emotional Resilience in Girls and Young Women : Learn More & Register

Here

Roots of Knowledge Speaker Series

Missed a lecture? Feel free to visit UVU's Digital collection of presentations given by

UVU scholars from a variety of disciplines, such as behavioral science, history, art,

cinema, and the physical sciences.

Location: Online

Utah Valley University Digital Collections: Learn More Here

UVU Women's Council
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